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Lecture Outline 3:
The Mission and Message of Jesus

I. Introduction
A. Central point of Jesus’ teaching and ministry: the kingdom of God
B. Matt. 4:17-16:20 — Jesus’ teaching on the kingdom
* Kingdom teaching constitutes the second of the three divisions in Matthew
C. Matt. 13 — Jesus teaches in parables as the proper speech form to be used in
announcing the mysteries of the kingdom
* Those who understand the mysteries of the kingdom will understand the

parables; those who do not will not understand the parables

II. Jesus’ Teaching About the Kingdom
A. Background
1. The reality of the kingdom of God is not in the OT
a. 1 Samuel 8 tells of establishing of the monarchy in Israel against God’s wishes
1) God says he should be their king but the people want a human king
2) Israelites ignore God’s warnings and end up with the first of many bad
kings throughout their history — God gave them just what they asked for
3) Israel never achieved the dominance she wanted because she rejected God
b. Israel begins to yearn for a redemptive kingdom
1) Psalms idealize the period in the wilderness with God as king, not the
period under the monarchy
2) Israel saw the need for a kingdom established by God’s hand alone
2. Intertestamental literature indicates the continued expectation of the
establishment of the kingdom of God
B. Jesus speaks of the final (eschatological) kingdom
1. Matt. 11:2-15
a. John questions Jesus, and Jesus answers by pointing out that he is bringing to
fruition all that has been anticipated in the OT
b. Jesus speaks to the crowd concerning John
1) John is more than a prophet and the greatest of any ever born
2) Yet the least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than John
3) John is the closing voice of the entire anticipatory prophetic era
(chronological, not moral, placement in redemptive history) and is thus
part of the old covenant, not the kingdom
2. Understanding the significance of the coming of the kingdom of God is necessary

to understand the rest of Jesus’ teaching and commands

©2000 Gordon-Conwell Theological Seminary, South Hamilton, Massachusetts LO-3-1
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a. The final, ultimate reign anticipated in the OT is brought into human history
b. The demands of discipleship are greater because the kingdom is greater
3. Other passages expressing the profound value of the kingdom
a. Matt. 10:34-42 — the demands of the new kingdom are greater than those of
the OT covenant
* People who are divided on the issue of the kingdom will find it hard to
have close, harmonious relationships
b. Luke 17:7-10 — even those who do all that is commanded of them are still
unworthy to be part of the kingdom
c. Matt. 13:44-46 — the kingdom is more valuable than anything else
d. Matt. 12:38-42 — those who repent with far less (Ninevites) will condemn
those who fail to repent despite hearing one much greater (Jews)
C. Time frame (present and future)
1. Kingdom arrives with Jesus, the bridegroom (Matt. 9:14-15)
* Some who had rejected John for his ascetism then rejected Jesus for his
openness (Matt. 11:16-19)
2. Kingdom is present
a. Matt. 4:17 — the kingdom is now present, so repent now
b. Matt. 5:3-11
1) Beatitudes are an announcement of the kingdom’s arrival, not a moral code
2) OT covenant models of blessing and cursing replaced by Jesus’ declaration
that the downtrodden are blessed in the new kingdom
c. Luke 11:20 — casting out demons is proof of the kingdom and recalls Sinai
d. Mark 2:21 — old and the new cannot co-exist
3. Kingdom is future (full deliverance of all God’s people)
a. Matt. 16:27-28 — Jesus will come back to judge
b. Matt. 25:31-33 — separation of sheep and goats as symbol of judgment to
come
c. Matt. 3:12 — wheat and chaff will eventually be separated
4. Small beginnings, cataclysmic ending
a. Matt. 13:31-32 — mustard seed
b. His explanation of this aspect of the kingdom was to comfort his disciples in
the face of apparent contradiction
D. Fulfillment of the Old Testament
1. Many NT passages include “...in order to fulfill..” referring to OT passages
2. Individual texts in which Christ fulfills OT expectations
a. Luke 24:25-27, 32 — Jesus accused them of not believing all the prophets
spoke and then interpreted all the things written there about himself

LO-3-2 ©2000 Gordon-Conwell Theological Seminary, South Hamilton, Massachusetts
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b.

C.

Matt. 5:17-21 —“I have not come to abolish, but to fulfill”
In Acts the apostles continue to preach the kingdom of God through the OT
0 NT preachers proved and preached Christ from the OT

End qflecture 3, Part 1
Beginning quecture 3, Part 2

E. Kingdom brings salvation and judgment

1. Salvation

a.

Luke 19:9-10 — “Today salvation has come to this house...”

b. Son of Abraham — term used to indicate the fulfillment of a promise of God
c. Christ’s earthly ministry focused on the lost
2. Judgment
a. Final salvation will not come until there is a final judgment — that which
defiles must be removed
b. Matt. 13:11 comparable to Isaiah 6 (declaring judgment on Israel)
1) Parable speech is judgment speech, i.e. Jesus comes to bring judgment
2) Jesus used parables because they were not easy to understand but were
almost impossible to understand
c. Matt. 11 — judgment on “this generation”
d. As Jesus’ public ministry draws to a close, he turns almost exclusively to
announcements of judgment upon Israel
e. Matt. 21 — Illustration of judgment on Israel
1) Triumphal entry (v. 1-11)
2) Cleansing of the temple (v. 12-13)
3) Indignance of priests and scribes (v. 14-17)
4) Parable of the withering of the fig tree (v. 18-22)
5) Jesus challenged (v. 23-27)
6) Parable of two sons (v. 28-32)
7) Parable of the tenants (v. 33-41)
f. Jesus reinforces that judgment is the essential necessity to establish salvation
3. Jesus teaches often about grace even without using the word
a. Distinction between the word and the concept
b. Matt. 13 —“.. given to you to understand the mystery of the kingdom”
c. Matt. 20:1-6 — Parable of the gracious employer
d. Luke 7 —The two debtors

F. Moral Demands

1. Repentance

©2000 Gordon-Conwell Theological Seminary, South Hamilton, Massachusetts LO-3-3
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a. John had preached repentance in Matt. 3:7-8
b. Jesus preaches it in Matt. 4:17 — Repent if you really believe the kingdom is at
hand
2. “Unless your righteousness exceeds that of the scribes and Pharisees, you will not
enter the kingdom of heaven” (Matt. 5:20-48)
a. Much greater demand of righteousness, even though most people thought
the religious leaders were too righteous already
b. Examples by antithesis
1) Murder/anger
2) Adultery/lust
3) Divorce/adultery
4) Oaths/yes-no
5) Eye for an eye/turn the other cheek
6) Love neighbor/love enemies
c. God’s commands are an earthly representation of the faithful covenant
relationship between him and his people based on the things he has done for us
* Surface obedience is not sufficient, for it ignores the depth of heart-felt
obedience sought by God from his people
G. Summary of major points in the lecture
H. Admonitions for the modern church
1. Focus on earthly kingdom is a repetition of the error in 1 Samuel 8
2. Social programs attempt to replace God’s work in defeating sin and its effects
3. We must pray Christian prayers, not pagan prayers
Express our dependence on God
Submit our wills to his will
Ask God to grant us the privilege of being the means by which he does his will
Seek God’s glory, not our own desires and how we think things should happen

o A0 o e

Pray for his kingdom to come and his will to be done

End qflecture 3, Part 2
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